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the warmest welcome. That it is as essential to the
critical philosopher as logic and psychology, is no
longer doubted, while some of the more far-seeing
thinkers have readily admitted that it will hereafter
form the only solid basis of all sound philosophy. It
may truly be said therefore that there was no longer
any need for pleading so elaborately for the admis-
sion of the Science of Language, as a real science,
among the most important of academic studies. All
I can say is, Forsan et haec olim meminisse ju-
vaMt.

And if the title of a Physical Science has been less
readily granted to the Science of Language, this is
chiefly due to a radical difference of opinion among
philosophers, who regard man either as the acme of
nature, or as totally unconnected in his mental func-
tions with the rest of the animal world. No one has
insisted more strongly than I have on the line of de-
marcation that separates man and beast, namely
language, but no one has been more anxious at all
times to render unto nature the things which are of
nature, and unto mind the things that are of the
mind. No doubt nature may be defined so as to
exclude the Science of Language from the narrower
circle of the Physical Sciences. With the wider mean-
ing assigned to nature in our days, however, I hold
as strongly as ever that the study of human speech
may claim not only admission to, but the highest
place among the Physical Sciences*